
Media Advisory - CONGRESSMAN OLVER JOINS NATIONAL PARK SERVICE IN ANNOUNCING SPECIAL RESOURCE STUDY OF CONNECTICUT RIVER VALLEY
October 20, 1998

  

WHO:
               Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District) 
               Staff from the National Park Service 
               Representatives from the Connecticut River Watershed Council, 
               The Pioneer Valley Planning Commission
               The Connecticut River Joint Commissions of New Hampshire and Vermont             &nbsp; 
WHAT: 
Press Conference celebrating the official release of the National              Park&nbsp;&nbsp; Service's Special Resource Study of the Connecticut              River Valley.&nbsp; (The study will determine how the Park Service              might best cooperate with Fish &amp; Wildlife to interpret the interrelationship              of natural resources and cultural&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp; development in              the valley.)              

WHEN: Wednesday, October 21, 1998, 10:30 a.m.             

WHERE: Unity Park in Turners Falls             

 In November 1994, Congressman Olver wrote to Interior Secretary                Babbitt encouraging him to take advantage of a unique opportunity                to engage all agencies of the U.S. Department of the Interior in                a Connecticut River basin-wide demonstration of river basin-based                ecosystem management.              

While the newly established Conte Refuge brought the mission of                the Fish &amp; Wildlife Service and Biological Survey to the valley,                there were opportunities for increasing the involvement of the National                Park Service and Geological Survey.              

Congressman Olver, in the FY Š95 Interior Appropriation Bill, directed                the National Park Service to conduct a Special Resource Study to                determine an appropriate level of involvement for them in the valley.              

This study is the necessary first step for the people of the Connecticut                River watershed to determine an appropriate level of&nbsp; Park                Service involvement in the valley.&nbsp; The document presents several                options for consideration.              

Included in the National Park Service Special Resource Study is                the consideration of all human activity&nbsp; under three broad                categories: 1) Native American pre-European history; 2) the European                Contact Settlement period; and 3) the Industrial Revolution.             
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